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Notes from the Principal
Wow!  December already.  I’d like to take this time to commend the students and staff in our elementary schools.  Their combined efforts, along with yours, have proven to be a winning combination.  Keep up the good work!
To assure that all of our students are as safe as possible in our schools, we need your help.  When you come to the elementary schools during school hours for any reason we are asking that you check into the office first.  The office staff will assist you with your needs.  This way we can keep track of all visitors in the buildings.  If there is a need to visit a classroom you will be issued a visitor’s pass from the office.  All our visitors are following this procedure much more carefully this year.  Also, if usual transportation plans change for your child for the day, please send a note with your child in the morning. Thank you for your cooperation.

Latch Key
The snow season is upon us.  We would like to remind you of the procedure that must be followed.  There will be Latch Key services on days in which school is dismissed early due to inclement weather.  However, we ask that you pick up your child as soon as possible.  We will follow the “Early Dismissal Procedure” that was completed at registration time.  The Latch Key program is running very smoothly this year and the membership is up.  Please continue to communicate with the Community Education Office if you have questions.  Thanks again for your cooperation.

  Brrrr, It’s Cold!
It’s cold! With this in mind, we are asking for your cooperation in making sure that your children wear warm, protective clothing to school every day.  The children love playing on the playground, but at this time of the year it becomes a cold windswept place.  Please make sure that your children are dressed appropriately.  Thanks.


 Students of the Week
Again this year the elementary school will be selecting Students of the Week.  Throughout the week the students “earn” their way into the classroom “Student of the Week” bucket, through their responsible attitude and good citizenship in the classroom and throughout the building.  On Friday the classroom buckets are brought to the office where a student will be drawn from each to become the classroom winner.  The winners receive a certificate of recognition from the office, a certificate from Subway, a group photo, and a school pencil. Our hopes are to get as many students involved as possible.  There is a chance for everyone!


Holiday Concerts

The holiday season is here.  To assist you in your planning, the dates of our third and fourth grade Holiday programs are:
Grade 3
Friday, December 17, 2010 @ 1:00 p.m., at the SCF Elementary School.
Grade 4
Friday, December 17, 2010, @2:00 p.m., at the SCF Elementary School

We are looking forward to sharing a part of the holiday season with you.


Christmas Break
Christmas vacation runs from December 24 through January 2.  The entire elementary staff would like to wish you a safe and happy holiday season. 



And Finally…
We are off to a fantastic school year. This would not be possible without your help.  We continue to encourage you to get involved with the education of the students in our schools, and welcome your input. The Reading Friends program has been wonderful.  Thank you to all the people donating their valuable time for our students.  We are proud of our accomplishments at our elementary schools and are continually looking for ways to improve. 

The mission of the St. Croix Falls Elementary Schools as well as the district is to provide a quality educational program for all children that will equip each student with the skills, knowledge and attitudes to enable them to be lifelong learners, and to lead them to live a productive life in a democratic society.

On behalf of the entire staff at our elementary schools, we thank you for your continued support, and wish you a wonderful holiday season.    

Counselor’s Corner
By Mrs. Gjovig

Once again, welcome to the 2010-11 School Year!  The School Counseling Department is off to a fantastic start.  We started with “getting to know you” activities and most recently have been working on “making good choices and staying drug free”.  

National Red Ribbon Week was the week of Oct. 25th-29th.  During this week, we had many activities to reinforce staying Drug Free.  

Other dates and activities you should be aware of include:

Dec. 7th is our next Family Night Activity. Our theme is Minute to Win It Games. This will be a fun-filled night for the whole family to enjoy together.  More information to come.

WKCE-Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Exam was given to third and fourth graders in November.  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at 483-9823 Ext. 1172 or email gjovimn@scf.k12.wi.us. 

I look forward to working with you and your child(ren) throughout the year.  



S.C.F.  Second Graders Were Busy In October!
By Mrs. Bonneville

 On October 14, all four second-grade classes left school at about 10 a.m. for a local field trip experience.  Two classes were on their way downtown to the Headquarters of the National Scenic Riverway to learn about the river habitat and the plants and animals that live there.  They also made leaf-rubbing booklets and plaster animal tracks.  They did an activity simulating the camouflage that protects many animals along the riverway. 


[image: ]The other two classes rode out to the Polk County Recycling Center for a tour and lots of information to bring home to parents, grandparents and other family members about taking care of the earth by reducing, reusing and recycling. Parents were invited to join us for any or all places in our day.





At lunchtime, both groups met at the Lions Park for a picnic lunch and play time altogether. The weather was perfect.

The groups traded places for the afternoon and met back at school about 2:00 p.m.  Lots of fun and learning took place that day!

[image: :16101170.thm.gif]Then, on October 20, we hiked downtown to tour our new S.C.F. Public Library, and meet the new youth librarian, Ms. Cole.  We turned in our application forms to obtain our very own library cards, so that we can check out and be responsible for any of the 13,000 books that Ms. Cole reported are shelved in the library!

We walked a little farther to have a treat at the Dalles Dairy Queen, before heading back up the hill in time for a bus ride home!

In addition, one of the classes took their turn to visit residents of the Good Samaritan Home and enjoy Halloween Bingo with them.

Later in the month, two classes walked to the Gyllens’ yard to read, write, do leaf-rubbings, and to jump in the piles of leaves there!

We had wonderful weather for all of these October outings and student behavior was exemplary!  We LOVE field trips!!



Kindergartners Fall Into Reading
                                
                                       [image: Macintosh HD:Users:admin:Desktop:MVC-017S.JPG]


This group of Kindergartners are just a few of the 76 children at Dresser Elementary who have
  “Fallen into Reading”.
Altogether the kinders have read 2,330 books to give this fall tree a very colorful look!!  
Great job kids!!

3rd Graders Visit Orchestra Hall
by Mrs. Huenink 
On Wednesday, October 27 the third grade classes traveled to Orchestra Hall for a “Spooktacular” Concert.  Following the concert they went to the UTech Center for a gamelan workshop with Joko Sustrino.  Here are some letters about their experience.
[image: ]






Dear Minnesota Orchestra,
I liked all the music you played.  It was really good.  I liked how it was smooth and clear music.  I liked how you put on a little play with goblins, skeletons, princes, princesses, kings, queens and a guy with a stick and violin.  It was really good music.  I wish I could come back again.
Calan Leahy 3rd-Johnson

Dear Minnesota Orchestra,
I think the performance was amazing.  The puppets were really awesome.  I really liked the walking skeletons.  The rooster playing the horn was surprising.  Everyone did an excellent job.
[image: ]Hope Anderson 3rd-Johnson

Dear Orchestra Hall,
I really like your music.  I had a lot of fun.  I want to go there again.  My favorite song was “In the Hall of the Mountain King.”  I liked the back.  I thought orchestra hall was awesome.
Julie Haasnot 3rd -Petznick


Dear Orchestra Hall,
I really like all the puppets and all the lovely music.  It almost made me cry because it was beautiful music.  I was watching a wonderful show and a lovely piece of music and it was from orchestra hall.  I said, “Dad, that music is from orchestra hall.”  I loved all the music and instruments.  I loved how they were shiny and how the people were dressed.
Emily Henry 3rd-Petznick

Dear Joko,
Thank you for teaching us that the music comes from your heart.  Thank you for letting us play the gamelans.  Thanks for trying to speak the most English you know.
Noah Kazmierski 3rd-Scott

Dear Joko,
Thanks for letting us use your instruments. The gamelans sounded wonderful!  It is really cool to play instruments.  I really liked the gong too.
Francis Miller 3rd-Trombley

Dear Joko,
I really liked to play the gong.  It was really fun to hear all of the gamelans.  The mallet got kind of heavy!  Thank you for teaching us to play them.
Jack Kessler 3rd-Trombley

Dear Joko,
Thanks for letting us play the gamelans.  I really enjoyed playing the kedang.  I also liked the pattern you gave us to play on the gamelans.  I thought it was really interesting how you told us that in Indonesia you drive on the left side of the road instead of the right.
Andrew Opel 3rd-Trombley







Upcoming Latchkey Events

Wednesday, December 8,  field trip to St. Croix Falls Theater to see a showing of the movie “Tangled”.  This is pending confirmation from the Theater.  Cost to be determined.
Wednesday, January 12, field trip to Skonewood Christian Retreat Center for sliding and hot chocolate.  Free.
Wednesday, February 9, field trip to Crex Meadows Wildlife Education Center.  Owl presentation.  Free
Permission slips for all field trips will be available at the beginning of each month at the Latchkey checkout station.  Times for each trip will be noted on the permission slips.
Field trips are offered to all Kindergarten – 5th grade students.  If your child does not want to attend a field trip you must make alternate day care plans for these early release dates.
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